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Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND WRITE  NOTES in the margin box. This requires 
reading of the article more than once. 
Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read: 
(+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering 
Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the ar ticle carefully and make notes in the margin. 
Notes should include: 
 o Comments that show that you understand the article. A summary or statement of the main idea 
  of important sections may serve this purpose. 

 o Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read 

 o Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion. 
 o Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) 
  and choices affect the article. 

Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads. 

Your margin notes will be assessed by your teacher along with your answers to the questions. 

Switched at Birth Girls Want to Stay with Wrong Moms 

A pair of 12-year-old girls who discovered they were accidentally switched at birth 

want to stay with the mothers who have been raising them rather than go to their 

real parents.  

The girls have grown up just a few miles away from each other in the town of Ko-

peisk in the Ural Mountains of eastern Russia.  

Their mothers gave birth in the same maternity ward just 15 minutes apart in 1999, 

and their infant daughters were inadvertently given the wrong name tags.  

Their true identities were revealed after the ex-husband of Yuliya Belyaeva, one of 

the mothers, refused to pay for child care because his daughter, Irina, looked noth-

ing like him. After conducting several DNA tests it emerged that neither adult was 

Irina's biological parent.  

"The judge couldn't believe it," Belyaeva told the BBC. "She said she'd only seen 

cases like this on TV and didn't know what to advise us."  

The DNA tests sent Belyaeva on a search for her own daughter. She remembered 

that when she was giving birth, another woman was also in labor in the same ward. 

She suspected that the maternity ward had mixed up their daughters.  

"I made a photocopy of the DNA test results and went straight to the prosecutor's 

office. There I lodged an official complaint about being given the wrong baby in the 

maternity hospital," Yuliya said.  

 

Notes on my thoughts, re-

actions and questions as I 

read. 



Yuliya finally took her search to the local police who managed to trace her biologi-

cal daughter living just a few miles away with Irina's natural parents.  

"It was true," Yuliya remembered. "Their daughter, Anya, was blond and looked 

just like me and my ex-husband. And our daughter was dark-skinned and had dark 

hair and looked like the other father. He's a Tajik, and she looked just like him."  

"Suddenly my whole world turned upside down and inside out,'' she recalled.  

While the girls admit that they were happy to have found each other, neither one 

wants to leave the family they grew up with even though they are not their biologi-

cal parents.  

"It's terrible for both of them," Yuliya told the BBC. "They've grown up with one 

set of parents, now they've found out they have a different mother and father. Nei-

ther child wants to leave their home. Irina keeps saying to me: 'Mum, please don't 

give me away!' I comfort her by saying: 'I would never do anything against your 

wishes. Nothing has changed. I'm still your mother.''  

While both families are getting to know each other and are becoming closer, 

they're suing the hospital and demanding almost $160,000 in damages.  

Stories of babies being switched at birth are rare. In 1953, a mix up occurred at Pi-

oneer Memorial Hospital in Heppner, Ore. It was only years later, in May 2009, 

that the now 56-year- old women discovered they were switched as babies.  

DeeAnn Angell of Fossil and Kay Rene Reed of Condon learned about the mistake 

from an 86-year-old woman who was a former neighbor.  

The former neighbor said that one of the girls' mothers, Marjorie Angell, insisted 

back in 1953 that she had been given the wrong baby after nurses returned from 

bathing them. Her concerns were ignored. With both sets of parents dead, the Reed 

and Angell siblings compared notes and family stories, learning that rumors of a 

mix-up had been around for years. Kay Rene Reed decided to get their DNA test-

ed, and that confirmed the mistake.  

They both say they just have to move forward with their lives now, and they cele-

brated their latest birthday together. 
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https://gma.yahoo.com/switched-birth-girls-want-stay-wrong-moms-160048481.html  



1.  Using the Venn Diagram, compare and contrast the two cases (one in Oregon and one in Russia) mentioned in the article.  

 

2.  Using the IFV Summary Format, write the perfect  sentence that summarizes the article.  (see handout on IFV) 

 

                  Identify the text                                                 Select a Verb                                                       Finish Your Thought 

 

 

Article format:  Vale Middle School 



3.  Why do you believe the girls in Russia prefer to say with their current families?  Would you make the same choice?  Explain 

your answer in detail. 

 

4.  This article is also available in video format.  Now that you have read the story, watch the episode.  Then answer the ques-

tions below the link 

http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/switched-birth-families-meet-14806304  

 

What are the advantages of being able to read the article?  What are the advantages of watching the video? 

Written Article 

1. 

 

2 

 

3.   

Recorded Video Article 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 
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