
She’s a Pole Vaulter and She’s Blind  

Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND WRITE  NOTES in the margin box. This requires 
reading of the article more than once. 
Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read: 
(+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering 
Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the ar ticle carefully and make notes in the margin. 
Notes should include: 
 o Comments that show that you understand the article. A summary or statement of the main idea 
  of important sections may serve this purpose. 

 o Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read 

 o Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion. 
 o Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) 
  and choices affect the article. 

Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads. 

Your margin notes will be assessed by your teacher along with your answers to the questions. 

She’s a Pole Vaulter and She’s Blind 

For three years, Charlotte Brown has been chasing a medal by trying to jump over a bar she could-
n't see. 

The senior pole vaulter finally cleared that bar, earning a third-place finish at the Texas state high 
school championships. And proudly joining her on the podium as the bronze medal was draped 
around her neck — her service dog Vador. 

Brown is blind, yet that's not stopped her quest to become one of the best in an event that would 
seem next to impossible. 

"I finally did it," Brown said. "If I could send a message to anybody, it's not about pole vaulting and 
it's not about track. It's about finding something that makes you happy despite whatever obstacles 
are in your way." 

Brown had qualified for the state meet each year since 2013 with Emory Rains High School. She 
finished eighth as a sophomore and improved to fourth as a junior. 

At her hotel room before the finals, Stori Brown tried to counsel her daughter that it was important 
to remember that she was one of the few to make it this far, whether she won a medal or not. 

"No," Charlotte replied. "I need to be on that podium." 

Brown was born with normal vision. She developed cataracts when she was 16 weeks old. That led 
to the first of several operations, including insertion of artificial lenses. Her vision stabilized until 
she was about 11 when it started to worsen. 

By 2013, she still had pinhole vision. But she couldn't see color or distinguish shape from shadow. 
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Brown is now blind. While not faced with total darkness, her mother described what remains as a 
"jigsaw puzzle" of mixed up shades of light and dark. 

Despite her disability, Brown takes pride in her fierce spirit of independence. It comes from grow-
ing up in a family with two older brothers who pushed her to help herself in the rural town of 
Emory. That is about 75 miles east of Dallas. 

Run down a track and hurtle herself more than 11 feet into the air? No problem. 

Brown first took up pole vaulting in seventh grade. Why? She wanted something a little 
"dangerous and exciting." She competes with a combination of fearless abandon and meticulous 
attention to detail. She counts the seven steps of her left foot on her approach. She listens for the 
sound of a faint beeper placed on the mat that tells her when to plant the pole and push up. 

At the state meet, Vador walked her to the warm-up area. The dog stretched out behind the jump-
ers as they went through each attempt. 

Brown missed her first attempts at 10-0 feet and 10-6 but cleared both on her second try. She 
cleared 11-0 on her first attempt, then soared over 11-6. She secured a medal when two other 
vaulters bowed out at that height, leaving Brown among the last three in the field. 

She made three attempts at 11-9 but missed each one. She briefly slumped her shoulders and 
shook her head after her final attempt. Then she got to her feet to acknowledge the standing ova-
tion from several hundred fans she could hear but not see. 

"She came to win," said her father, Ian Brown. "As parents, we are thrilled she got on the podi-
um." 

Brown medaled in a talented field. Sydney King, who won gold at a height of 12-3, has signed with 
Oklahoma to pole vault in college. 

"I don't how many people could do that," King said. "Her story, she's what keeps me going when 
things aren't going right for me." 

Brown is headed to Purdue on an academic scholarship. She plans to walk on in track. 

"It took me three years to get on the podium and I finally did it," Brown said. "This story ... really 

wasn't about me. It was about everybody that struggles with something." 
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Charlotte Brown, right, who is 

legally blind, sits with her guide 

dog, Vadar, as she waits to re-

ceive her award after competing 
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Vault at the UIL Texas State Track 

and Field Championships – AP 



Comprehension Questions— you may answer in phrases. 

1. Describe the problem Charlotte Brown has. 

 

2. Why did Brown choose pole vaulting? 

 

3. Who joined Charlotte Brown on the winner’s podium? 

 

4.  Who pushed her to keep going? 

 

5. How did she secure the win? 

 

6. Describe her dog’s behavior at the meet. 

 

Answer the following questions in one or more complete sentences. 

1. Describe the worsening progression of her eyes from birth to now. 

 

2. What message would Brown send to the readers of this article? 

 

3. Describe the completion level of the meet based on the other vaulters. 

 

 

Article format:  Vale Middle School 


