
Move Over Hamilton,Treasury to Put Woman on $10 Bill 

Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND WRITE  NOTES in the margin box. This requires 
reading of the article more than once. 
Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read: 
(+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering 
Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the ar ticle carefully and make notes in the margin. 
Notes should include: 
 o Comments that show that you understand the article. A summary or statement of the main idea 
  of important sections may serve this purpose. 

 o Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read 

 o Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion. 
 o Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) 
  and choices affect the article. 

Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads. 

Your margin notes will be assessed by your teacher along with your answers to the questions. 

 Notes on my thoughts, 

reactions and questions as 

I read. 

Move Over Hamilton, Woman on $10 Bill 

    The US Treasury Department says a redesigned $10 note will feature a woman. 

However, who she will be has not been decided. The new note will debut in 2020 

to mark the 100th anniversary of the US Constitution's 19th amendment. 

WASHINGTON — A woman will appear on the $10 bill beginning in 2020, 

the Treasury Department said Wednesday. 

     Just which woman is up to you. 

     Legally, the decision belongs to Jack Lew, but the Treasury secretary said he's 

seeking public input on which female historical figure should appear on U.S. pa-

per currency for the first time in 119 years. 

     "We're going to spend a lot of time this summer listening to people," Lew 

said. A decision could come this fall. 

     But even then, it will take nearly five years for the new bill to see circulation. 
That's because of the intricate planning for a redesign that will incorporate new 
anti-counterfeit measures and tactile features for the blind. 

     Civil Rights hero Rosa Parks will likely be a popular choice for the face of the 
new $10 bill. Harriet Tubman who risked her life and freedom to help them es-
cape the bonds of slavery, would be an excellent choice. But even then, it will 
take nearly five years for the new bill to see circulation. That's because of the 



intricate planning for a redesign that will incorporate new anti-counterfeit 
measures and tactile features for the blind. 

Even then, Alexander Hamilton isn't going away. The first Treasury secretary played a 

leading role in developing the nation's financial system, and has been on the $10 since 

1928. And there he'll remain, either on the reverse side or in a separate series of bills. 

Also, the 1.9 billion $10 bills now in circulation will likely last another 10 years. The move 

spares Andrew Jackson, the 19th-century Democrat who occupies the $20 bill. An online 

petition earlier this year urged the administration to replace Jackson with abolitionist 

Harriet Tubman by 2020, the 100th anniversary of the constitutional amendment giving 

women the right to vote. But Lew said the primary consideration was the security of the 

currency — and the $10 bill was next in line for an upgrade 

Lew said the planning began even before he arrived at Treasury in 2013. President 

Obama endorsed the idea for a woman on paper currency last year, calling it "a pretty 

good idea." No woman has appeared on new paper currency since Martha Washington 

on a $1 silver note in the late 1800s. Pocahontas was first, gracing a $20 note beginning 

in 1865.By law, no living person may appear on a bill, and George Washington must al-

ways remain on the $1. 

 

 

Where to go to share your ideas on who should be on the new ten dollar bill: 

https://thenew10.treasury.gov/ 
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Notes on my thoughts, re-

actions and questions as I 

read. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2015/06/17/woman-on-10-bill-alexander-hamilton-jack-lew/28882687/ 



USA Today had some fun with the look of the ten with different women 





Comprehension Questions— you may answer in phrases. 

1. What does the word circulation  mean as used in this article? 

 

2. Who is Jack Lew and what role will he play in the decision concerning who will be on the new bill? 

 

3. What other woman has appeared on US paper currency? 

 

4. Why will it take so long before the new bill will be in circulation? 

 

 

 

Answer the following questions in one or more complete sentences. 

1. USA Today offered some interesting choices on women who might appear on the new bill.  Who are 

each of these women? 

 

2. Of those pictured, which ones might be appropriate choices to represent women?  Support your answer. 

 

 

3. Countries such as England, Australia, Syria, the Philippines, Mexico, Argentina, New Zeland, Sweden have 

all had women on their currency.  Go to:  http://time.com/money/3754777/countries-women-currency/ 

and see which women have been on the currency of other countries and why.  List 2 of  these women 

and why they were on the currency. 

 

Article format:  Vale Middle School 


