
Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND WRITE  NOTES in the margin box. This requires 
reading of the article more than once. 
Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read: 
(+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering 
Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the ar ticle carefully and make notes in the margin. 
Notes should include: 
 o Comments that show that you understand the article. A summary or statement of the main idea 
  of important sections may serve this purpose. 

 o Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read 

 o Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion. 
 o Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) 
  and choices affect the article. 

Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads. 

Your margin notes will be assessed by your teacher along with your answers to the questions. 

 Notes on my thoughts, 

reactions and questions as 

I read. 

Brand Names People Use as Generic Terms 

 Many items we use every day, like zippers and escalators, were once brand names. Even heroin, 

which no one should use any day, was a brand name. These names are or were trademarked, but are 

now often used to describe any brand in a product category.  

JET SKI: You might think you’re r iding around on a Jet Ski, but if it’s not made by Kawasaki 

Heavy Industries, it’s just a personal watercraft.  

BUBBLE WRAP: Bubble Wrap is probably the greatest contr ibution made to our  society by 

Sealed Air Corporation, which they rightly trademarked.  

ONESIES: The term Onesies, refer r ing to infant bodysuits, is owned by Gerber  Childrenswear . 

According to their website, the trademark is aggressively enforced.  

JACUZZI: Jacuzzi is not only a brand of hot tubs and bathtubs; they also make mattresses and 

toilets.  

CROCK-POT: The Crock-Pot, a brand name for the slow cooker, was originally developed as a 

beanery appliance.  

SEEING EYE DOG: Technically, it' s only a Seeing Eye Dog if it' s trained by Seeing Eye of 

Morristown, New Jersey. Otherwise, it's a guide dog.  

BREATHALYZER: Breathalyzer  is owned by the Indiana University Foundation. In 1931, In-

diana University professor Rolla N. Harger created the contraption originally called the Drunk-O-

Meter as a device to test the sobriety of drivers. Suspected tipplers breathed into a special balloon, and 

Harger's device got a reading on how much they'd had to drink. By 1936, Harger had patented his 

creation, and he eventually signed the invention over to Indiana University.  

ZAMBONI: The Zamboni is an ice resur facer  named after  its inventor , Frank Zamboni.  

CHAPSTICK: Chapstick is a brand name of lip balm produced by Pfizer .  

KLEENEX: The per fect time to remind a fr iend or  family member  that Kleenex is a brand 

name for a tissue is right when they are desperately begging you to hand them one.  

Adapted from an article by: Harrell, L. Brand names people use as generic terms. MentalFloss.com. May 9, 2014 



designed specifically to separate its users from most other real estate agents. To use the word Realtor, 

you need to follow a strict code of ethics and be a member of the National Association of Realtors.  

TUPPERWARE: Tupperware is a brand that got its name from its creator , Ear le Silas Tupper .  

VELCRO: George de Mastreal invented Velcro when he discovered that bur rs stuck to matted dog 

fur. Today, it is the world’s most prominent brand of hook and loop fasteners.  

WEED EATER: Weed Eater  is owned by Husqvarna Outdoor  Products.  

WITE-OUT: Don’t ask BIC what’s in their  line of cor rection fluid. The exact ingredients of Wite-

out are confidential.  

BAND-AIDS: Johnson & Johnson manufactured gauze and adhesive tape separately until Ear le 

Dickson had the idea to combine them to create Band-Aids for his accident-prone wife.  

TASER: Taser  is a trademark of TASER International, and shouldn’t technically be used as a 

verb. To be fair, “Don’t hit me with that electroshock weapon, bro!? is probably hard to shout under du-

ress. Bonus fact: TASER is an acronym. It stands for "Thomas A. Swift's Electric Rifle."  

X-ACTO KNIFE: X-acto began in 1917 as a medical company that created syringes. Eventually, they 

began creating surgical scalpels that evolved into hobby knives. X-acto is a brand and a division of 

Elmer’s.  

DUMPSTER: Dumpster  is a brand name, which is true, although the word has become largely 

genericized and the trademark is not widely enforced. The APA has even dropped the recommendation 

to capitalize the word. The Dumpster got its name from the Dempster Brothers Inc., who combined their 

name with the word “dump” to create the Dempster Dumpster.  

NOVOCAIN: Novacain is actually the brand name of Procaine Hydrochlor ide owned by Hospira 

Inc.  

XEROX: Xerox has been trying to stop people from calling photocopying " xeroxing"  for  years. 

POST-ITS: Dr. Spencer  Silver  invented the adhesive in 1968 and scientist Ar t Fry thought up a 

practical use for it in 1974. A few years later, Post-its were available for sale (first under the name “Press 

N Peel”).  

PLEXIGLAS: Plexiglas, which got its star t in World War  II aircraft canopies, has since become 

the better-known name for acrylic glass or polymethyl methacrylate.  

STYROFOAM: No matter  how many picnics you’ve been to or  how much time you spend at the 

water cooler, you’ve never had a drink out of a true Styrofoam cup. Expanded polystyrene is the generic 

name for the material that we typically think of as Styrofoam. The brand is a trademark of the Dow 

Chemical Company that is made in sheaths for construction projects and is never made in the shape of a 

plate, cup or cooler.  

FORMICA: If not made by the Diller  Corporation, you should call it a decorative laminate. 

Catchy.  

FRISBEE, HULA HOOP & SLIP'N SLIDE: Fr isbee is cur rently owned by WHAM-O. In 2010, 

Manley Toys Ltd. challenged WHAM-O, arguing that the terms Frisbee, Hula Hoop and Slip’n Slide 

have already become generic in the public lexicon, but it didn't really go anywhere.  

WINDBREAKER: Windbreaker  is a trademarked word for  jackets made by Celebration Trading 

Inc., though this is currently in court.  

STETSON: Stetsons are hats made by the John B. Stetson Company. They are not a gener ic term 

for cowboy hats. And if you use it that way, Stetson will send you a very terse letter, as the Washington 

Post found out.  

GED: The GED is cer tainly the most famous of the high school equivalency diplomas, but this one 

is trademarked by the American Council on Education.  

GOOGLE: The term google is now synonymous for  an internet search.  

Notes on my thoughts, re-

actions and questions as I 

read. 

Reynolds, G.  Ask well:  Does kinesiology tape really work?  Ask Well. New York Times.  March 27, 2015. 



Comprehension Questions— you may answer in phrases. 

 

1. Which product has a confidential ingredient, and what company manufactures the product?  

 

2. What product mentioned is manufactured in Hutchinson, Minnesota?  

 

3. Define trademarked as used in the article  

 

4. By what three names is the product used to make aircraft canopies known?  

 

5. Define genercized as used in the text.  

 

Answer the following questions in one or more complete sentences. 

1. What is the difference between a Realtor and a real estate agent?  

 

 

 

2. Name four products manufactured by Jacuzzi.  

 

 

 

 

3.  By means of inference, what caused the Washington Post to get a strongly worded letter from Stetson?  

 

 

 

Article format:  Vale Middle School 


